
HiH'A'jiia 






DESIGN • ARCHITECTURE -DECOR • LANDSCAPINtf 




Saskatoon HOME magazine App 
Download in the App Store 




























- ' #1 IN COMFORT 


BEACHCOMBER 

HOT TUBS & PATIO 

Connect family, friends and loved ones... 


#1 IN ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

#1 WITH OUR NO F/WEP/?/yvr WARRANTY 

#1 IN CONSUMER CHOICE 

WE CAN PROVE IT, AND WOULD LOVE TO SHOW YOU. 


- - 



























































Come visit our showroom at 

2412 Millar Ave Saskatoon SK 

306 - 651-2868 


beachcombersaskatoon.ca 

























































Walls 

[paint & wallpaper] 


Window Fashions 

[blinds & curtains] 


Flooring 

[hardwood, laminate, cork, 
carpet, tile & area rugs] 


Style for Life 


Whetheryou are designing a new home or com mercial space, 
expanding to support a growing family or modernizing a dated look, we have the flooring, 
window fashions and paint to fityour lifestyle. 
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Summer-At Long Last! 

Saskatchewan summer. Ahh. Does 
anyone cherish a flourishing garden, 
barbeques in the backyard, lazy days 
at the lake, soft warm evenings with 
friends on the deck, or making room for 
perennial lilies more than Saskatonians? 
We know how precious—and fleeting— 
this glorious season is. Summer is a 
time to be savoured, especially after 
a winter of many, many -30 days and 
snowflakes in May! 

The Saskatoon HOME crew has 
been putting a great Summer issue 
together. Flere are a few tasty bites 
we have for you: 

Consider the back alley. Fascinating 
places we don't often think about. But 
alleyways are loaded with potential for 
interesting design, function and beauty. 
Check out our story on spiffing up what 
lies behind your home. 

And look at what one couple did to 
revitalize their City Park bungalow. When 
DaveViminitz and Katie Penn blended 
families in 2004, the 1928 Craftsman 
style bungalow Dave bought in 1996 
made the most sense as the new home 
base. What they did with recycled, repur¬ 
posed and found items paired with a 
fearless fresh design sense made for an 
interesting, zen-like space to call home. 

Speaking of tasty bites, our friends 
Roger and Chris at Solar Gardens treated 
our resident foodie Craig Silliphant and 


me to the glory that is wood-fired pizza. 

I dare you to check out Craig's column 
and not start dreaming about building 
your own backyard oven. 

There's morel See inside a show- 
stopper infill home you have likely driven 
past during the construction phase on 
Spadina. Read about tiny homes, high 
tech bathrooms, acreage developments, 
passion behind sound, even homes that 
move! For you local history buffs, Jeff 
O'Brien takes you on a walk down 20th 
Street memory lane. 

As you spend the season exploring 
your neighbourhood —and beyond — 
and happen to come upon a home that 
intrigues you, one you're dying to see 
inside, let us know! We can sometimes 
make your voyeuristic dreams come 
true. Email us with the address and 
we'll see what we can do. 

Enjoy your summer! 
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READER PANEL 


Thank You To Our Summer Issue Reader Panel 




Benjamin Winch 

Design Consuitant, Braid Flooring 
Si Window Fashions 




Janine Senick 

Specialty Leasing Manager, The Centre Mail 
- Morguard Investments Limiled 




Pamela Hiikewich 

Director of Marketing St Events, Saskatoon 
& Region Home Builders' Association 


INTERESTING STORIES, SELECTED BY INTERESTING PEOPLE 


Saskatoon HOME is proud to present 
our Summer 2014 Reader Panel—people 
from Saskatoon who helped us select 
the stories for this issue. 

We are dedicated to Saskatoon content. 
There are lots of great things to write 
about—but which subjects will most 
interest our readers?To help us make 
that decision, we first create a list of 
possible story ideas. We give them to our 


reader panel for their individual feedback 
and ranking, then compile the results to 
determine our final story list. 

You don't need any special skills to 
be on our panel, and the time required 
is minimal. The only qualification is 
your sincere opinion as a reader.Your 
single task will be to look at the story 
suggestions and rank them in order of 
your preference. 


If you would like more ifi formation 
on being on a future reader panel, 
email info&saskatoon-home.ca 
with the subject line 'Reader Pan el [ 

We look forward to your interest 
-and your opinion! 
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Many people view their back 
alley as the place to put the 
garbage, but Crystal Bueckert, 
designer with BLDG Studio, 
sees unused potential there. 

''We can treat our alleys 
like streetscapes and create 
beautiful places where you 
feel like you can spend some 
time," she said. "That gets me 
excited because they can be 
really desirable places.'" 

The Changing Face 

Growing vines or other 
plants, installing lighting and 
providing an attractive place 
for garbage and recycling bins 
are easy ways to enhance the 
often forgotten alley. 

"Being a person who likes 
to walk, and walk around 
cities, I think that when you're 
able to walk down back alleys 


and see how people treat 
them and how they become 
streetscapes, then they're 
actually homey and well 
lit. I don't see them as a 
scary places they're another 
street scape,"' said Crystal. 

Cleaning up a back alley 
can be safer, too. Crystal's 
own house is an infill home/ 
studio on an 1800 square foot 
lot with windows facing the 
alley. She says when she and 
her husband first moved in, 
there was some disreputable 
activity in the alley, but over 
time there has been less of that 
behaviour. More eyes on the 
street means more security. 

Listening to the Mews 

Part of Crystai's inspiration 
for beautifying back alleys 
comes from her experiences 


in other cities. She's lived in 
and visited cities that use their 
back alleys more efficiently, 
specifically London, where her 
husband lives for part of eadi 
year, London has old carnage 
houses called mews that line 
the alleys behind large city 
houses.These mews have been 
converted into new housing. 

"This thing that used to be a 
service road has now become 
a streetscape," she said. 

Saskatoon may be seeing 
more attention paid to alleys 
as new zoning bylaws allow 
for garden and garage suites. 
Also known as granny suites, 
these are detached, stand¬ 
alone buildings at the rear 
of properties. 

"The simple fact that [the 
alley] is going to be someone's 
front yard will really change 


the way it looks,'" said Crystal. 

Back Alley Orush-ups in the Works 

Businesses can also benefit 
from beautifying these under¬ 
used spaces: BLDG and the 
other businesses in the build¬ 
ings between Avenue B and 
Avenue Con ZOth Street are 
planning to beautify their bad< 
alleys this summer.They want 
to add patios, grow some 
vines, hang patio lanterns 
and hold group parties. 

"We want it to look nice, we 
want it to function as a pa rt of 
our daily working lives and it's 
a great way to bring the street 
together,'" said Bueckert. "It's 
a lot easier to have a party 
in the back than it is to shut 
down ZOth Street." |j) 

Ashfeigh Matlern 
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The Meadows 




The Meadows is Saskatoon's most desirable East side neighbourhood set 
in a nature preserve only minutes from downtown, shopping, and dining. 
Classic Craftsman details welcome you home with generous porches, 
designer finishes, and expansive floorplans. Experience the peace of mind 
that comes only from owning a quality home built by Arbutus Properties. 

Discover your new home at MeadowsLiving.ca 
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When Dave Viminitz and 
Katie Penn blended families 
in 2004, the 1928 Craftsman 
style City Park bungalow Dave 
bought in 1996 made the most 
sense as the new home base. 

Katie's daughter, in grade 12 
at the time, happily claimed the 
basement suite, and Dave and 
Katie set about creating a new 
comfortable environment that 
reflected their own tastes and 
styles. Blending established 
households of possessions 


can be a challenge, especially 
when styles collide. But when 
one half of the couple Is fearless 
about demolition, the other has 
an artisfs eye, and both have a 
penchant for repurposing, upcy- 


cling and reclaiming, the end 
result can be a fantastic mix. 

What Goes Around 

^'When I think back to my 
twenties, nobody moved into 


a newly furnished apartment,'' 
says Katie. "I used crates for 
storage, cinder blocks and 
boards for shelving. Everybody 
did.There was a lot of creativity 
Involved in your living space. 
You were so excited when your 
parents gave you hand-me- 
downs and cast offs.'" 

Upcycling, repurposing and 
recycling is more than just a 
fad, Katie says. "My daughter 
is 27 and within her genera¬ 
tion, there's an anti-consumer 


Upcycling is a term used when taking 
an item that needs some love, and 
transforming that item into something 
of higher quality or value than the original. 


12 Saskatoon HOME 


SUMMER 2014 












CITY PARK BLEND 



sub-culture.You just don't need 
to have so much stuff. They 
value Vintage' not only for Us 
aesthetic, but also its reduced 
environmental impact." 

Taking Stock 

When Dave, a retired SIAST 
instructor, and Katie, a regis¬ 
tered nurse, began their lives 
together, their possessions got 
a good shake up. 

"We went through several 
edits. His tastes were more 


rustic while mine are a more 
modern feel. It was an inter¬ 
esting transition" she laughs. 

Take Charge of the Potential 

Once the biend was 
complete, Katie and Dave knew 
a comfortable, functional and 
upscale look on a budget was 
their goal. As an interior paint, 
white's come and gone but any 
Paris or NewYork apartment 
suggests ifs timeless. 

"WeVe been down the ^ 



Be Difleienl 

style With Stainless 


Come visit us at 61QA Stst Street East 


TKj>Tex Klassen 


& Metal Fattricaiion 

Glassworks - A DMsrorf of KfasBBn 


Ph: (30fi> 934-7600 

www.texfclasaen.aam 
seles@texfcla&sen. com 
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colour road and anything you 
bring home may or may not 
work" says Katie. "With the 
classic gallery white, you have 
so much more freedom." 

Changing the orientation 
of the dining room table and 
other small moves built their 
confidence to take on more. 


"Tm all about function," Katie 
insists. "I don't want to live 
in a magazine. Style is impor¬ 
tant, and form has to follow 
function." 

''Since my daughter left 
home, Td been lobbying 
Dave to completely recon¬ 
figure the house" she adds. 


"So we moved our master 
bedroom suite downstairs, 
and the upstairs Is all public 
space." All the old windows 
were replaced with energy- 
efficient, low e versions in 
2009. A small bedroom was 
turned into a reading room. A 
Murphy bed allows for more 


usable space with storage In 
a guest room. 

"I'm sort of the Infrastruclure 
guy," Dave says. "I'm not really 
that handy, but I can take down 
walls and build stuff. And I've 
got a great network of guys 
who are there in case I get 
into trouble. It's always ^ 



Taking the Stress Out of Renovations 


Carr Today; 

( 3061244-9734 


> Only installerAupplier irt ^aslcatnon to have a Symr^ third party 
warrant for windows. 

TQjrvoi' written warranty tor siding. 

I Residential and Commercial, 
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FOR THE WAY IT'S MADE* 


GET 

EVEN 


Kitch^Aid® 36-Inch 6-Burn^ Dual Fuel 
Freestanding Range, Commercial-Style 

• Dual Fuel Range 

• Even-Heat™ True Convection Oven 

• 20K BTU Ultra Power™ Dual-Flame Burner 

• 5K BTU Simmer/Melt Burner - Reduces to 500 BTUs 

• EasyConvect™ Conversion System 

• Convect Bake, Roast and Broil 

• Star-K Certified 



Available at 

3150 Idylwyld Dr. North, Saskatoon 

306-986 0200 
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OUTDOOR LMNG REDEFINED 

FACTORY DIRECT PRICING 


331 - \st Ave W, 

w w w*ch arterho user niteri orsxom 
306.653.4634 


We make an effort 

To make it effortless 


butler byers V 
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A frosted panel offers privacy in the 
kitchen, an inexpensive DfY solution. 
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CITY PARK BLEND 


Pandora's box when you start 
renovating an old house" 

Upscale Doesn't Mean Up-pnce 

Bfg money isn't necessary 
for a desired decor. Katie and 
Dave point to a number of 
applications that cost next 
to nothing, like a frosted 
privacy window coating they 
did themselves with Home 
Depot materials. Garage sales. 
Village GreenThrift Shop, the 
Habitat for Humanity ReStore 
and Kijiji are excellent sources 
of repurposing possibilities. 

"We're notorious for hauling 
stuff home," Katie says. "I know 
what things are worth and their 
design value, so when I find 
something, it's like the IKEA 
commercial I grab it and start 
yelling, 'Start the carP" 

There's a thrill, she says, in 
the transformation. 

Don t be a Snob 

Both art lovers, Dave and 
Katie have decorated with 
an eclectic array throughout 
the house, each piece pops 


against the gallery white. 
But art doesn't have to be 
expensive. 

"IKEA IS my friend because 
they have the cheapest frames;' 
says Katie. "Frame what you 
love. Sources can be your own 
photos, poster and prints 
brought home from travels, 
even tear-outs from calen- 
dars.You can mix them up, 
change them as often as you 
like." Katie loves the gallery 
style wall for these reasons. 

Wbat's Old is New 

In the Viminitz/Penn house- 
hoid, nothing is dismissed 
until it's been thoroughly 
examined for its potential. 
Even then, items are donated 
to Habitat for Humanity, given 
away or sold. 

"We don't believe in just 
tossing stuff. If it's reusable, we 
do that," says Katie.The 1930s 
golden oak kitchen cupboards 
were solid, so she bought new 
doors from Windsor, painted 
them white and replaced the 
hardware. She found ^ 
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weathered teak chairs on Kijiji 
for $15 each; they Ye a perfect 
match for Dave's inherited teak 
dining room table. 

Dave also inherited antique 
oak drafting stools that perch 
perfectly at the breakfast bar. 
His late father, chief surveyor 
for Saskatchewan, brought 
them home when the govern¬ 
ment modernized the Land 
Titles Building in Regina in 
the 1960s. His father's favourite 
1950s lounge chair, featuring 
stunning carved lion heads, 
was relieved of its acid green 
velvet upholstery. It's impor¬ 
tant to make the investment 
when a piece is worth having 
professionally refinished. 

Mistakes can be given a 
new lease on life, too. Katie 
admits to sponge painting a 
gorgeous teak dining table in 
the 1980s and when it didn't go 
in a garage sale, she stripped 
the black and white paint.The 
piece is now a prized posses¬ 
sion, used in their outdoor 
living space. 


Having the Eye 

The couple has created an 
elegant, serene living space 
both inside and outside their 
home. Dave credits Katie's 
"keen design eye" for pulling 
it all together. "We make a 
good team." 

Katie's "design geekiness" 
has been a hobby since she 
was a teenager. "I used to 
tear out pages from Mom's 
Home and Garden magazines 
and put them in binders," she 
says. "When I see something 
in a garage sale, I kin da can 
see if and where it would 
work. I've always just brought 
things home." 

And this will be home for 
a long time. Although, Dave 
laughs, "Since Katie works 
just down the street at City 
Hospital, she says if we ever 
break up, she wants custody 
of the parking spot!" 

Kafin Melberg Schwier 
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In business since 1983, Ehrenburg Homes has built some of the most distinguished and energy-saving 
new homes in Saskatoon and area. Every home we build is a castle designed to complement each family’s 
tastes and needs! Building a home is likely the single largest purchase your family will make. By selecting 
Ehrenburg Homes, you can be assured your home is being built by the best professionals in the industry. 

We go above and beyond our customers’ expectations to build homes that are attractive, innovative and liveable. 
Let us help design your custom castie from the ground upf Whether you choose from our Tamiiy of Castles’ 
or have us custom design the castle of your dreams, our team of qualified and dedicated 

professionals is at the ready! 

EHRENBURG HOMES 

www.ehrenburg.com 
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While preparing to build a 
net zero home, environmen¬ 
talist and business owner 
T. Jeannine Paul studied 
classic architecture and feng 
shui for inspiration. 

''I wanted to know, over the 
ages, what are the things that 
are constant and enduring/' 
said Jeannine. '"I started to 
notice that this is not just feng 
shui, this is energy efficiency. 


Then I started to realize how 
much things like feng shui and 
classic architecture reinforce 
good energy design." 

Through her research, she 
found that many of today's 
design elements that we take 
for granted had their roots 
in energy management and 
conservation. 

Today, creating a comfort¬ 
able environment in your home 


is as easy as turning up the 
furnace or AC, but hundreds 
of years ago, that technology 
wasn't an option. Instead, 
humans controlled heating, 
cooling, lighting and ventila¬ 
tion through clever design. 

What we now see as 
design details was historically 
intended to keep out the cold 
out or let in the light. Over 
time honoured tradition has 


become regarded as timeless, 
heritage and stylish. 

Jeannine believes everyone 
should be taking this history 
into account when we make 
design decisions today. 

"Well selected features that 
are decorative and functional 
at the same time will surprise 
people on how satisfied they 
are because they will be more 
comfortable than they ^ 
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expected to be'^ said Jeannine. 
"Just going for aesthetics can 
only nnake you so comfortable" 

Temperature Contrel 

Homeowners often choose 
window treatments for design 
impact says Jeannine. But why 
not optimize function? 

''People think of how curtains 
look, but they evolved as ways 
to control cold and light. So, a 
room on the north side of the 
house benefits from a different 
colour and weight of curtain 
than a room on the south, 
which has different challenges." 

Shutters also have a 
forgotten history. Today, 
most are completely non¬ 
functional, but they evolved 
as instruments to keep out 
the weather, says Jeannine. 

"I think now, when you look 
at some of the green literature, 
weTe getting back to function a I 
outdoor shutters again." 

A vestibule at the front door 


can also help manage airflow 
and temperature control in the 
home. Jeannine notes that 
foyers are a bit out of style, 
but with efficient housing 
systems, we might see them 
make a comeback. 

Lighting 

Many of the features that 
can be used for ventilation 
and controlling tempera¬ 
ture also do double duty by 
providing natural lighting, such 
as transom windows, sidelights 
and skylights—allowing you 
to leave that light switch off 
for longer. 

Even design choices like 
paint, artwork and mirrors 
can enhance the natural light 
already available. Feng shui 
principles suggest using bril¬ 
liant white in the northeast 
and warm colours in the north, 
says Jeannine. 

''Whether to paint a room 
light or dark colour or a glossy 



Ethos IS obout comniunicotion that 
uncovers wlio you truly are, 
not what we nioy perceive you to be. 
That IS why we offer complimentary 
consultations without ony commitments 


trVOS 


SALON . . BARfttik 


AVEDA 


306.653.8467 info@ethossalonspa.ca www.ethossalonspa.ca & www.ethosbarber.ca 
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or flat finish can make a huge 
difference" she says. "In south 
rooms, I would use less reflec¬ 
tive paints to minimize glare, 
while in the north more reflec¬ 
tive, because in the north, you 
want all the light you can get" 

Jeannine also strategically 
includes mirrors and framed 
artwork to bring light deep 
into north areas to reflect 
more light. 

Landscaping 

A tree in the right spot can 
provide some of the same 
benefits of air conditioning, 
and a deciduous tree will still 
provide you with sunlight 
in the winter to warm your 
house. Good landscaping can 
help control the microclimate 
around the house. 

"We put shrubs around the 
house and it looks nice, but 
in the beginning it had to do 
with blocking winds," said 
Jeannine. 


Likewise, certain yard 
features can make life more 
comfortable without switching 
on the air conditioner. A porch 
on the north side of the house 
can provide a cool place to sit 
during the summer; a properly 
designed pergola can block 
summer heat while letting in 
winter sun. 

Two Sides of One Coin 

Jeannine believes many 
decisions about style would 
be simplified if we better 
understood their energy 
implications. Likewise, energy 
wise buildings could be more 
aesthetically pleasing if we 
fully embraced the history and 
potential of design features. 

She points out that we can 
often calculate the energy 
impact of style decisions. 
"From the colour of the roof, 
the kind of window treatment 
used, to where to put a tree. 
Knowing the energy contribu¬ 


tions of design elements can 
help simplify many decisions 
during construction, which is 
a tough enough task." 

Overall, Jeannine thinks 
too many homeowners and 
designers believe energy effi¬ 


cient designs have to be ugly. 
She says there's no need to 
compromise. "Why choose 
when you can have both?" 

Ashfeigh Matlern 


Retro is great! Unless it’s your 

heating & cooling equipment 


It pays to be efficient. 


Whether you're planning a retrofit or the construction of a new 
commercial building, incentive programs are available for the 
installation of energy-efficient equipment, such as: 

• furnaces * infrared radiant heaters 

• boilers • rooftop units 

• unit heaters 

Visit saskenergy.com or contact a participating SaskEnergy 
Network Member today for more information. 
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The average house in 
North America has increased 
by nearly 1000 square feet 
since the 1970s. Yet over the 
last decade there has been a 
shift in some segments of the 
population towards the building 


of much smaller houses. It is 
called, appropriately, theTiny 
House Movement.This move¬ 
ment is founded in the belief 
that a tiny house of 300 square 
feet can offer just as many life 
perks as one 3000 square feet 


or more. They grant the home- 
owner power of homeowner- 
ship at a more affordable price 
point minimizing the feeling 
of being "house poor" while 
also lending to a potentially 
greener lifestyle. 


If you are the proud owner 
of a tiny home, here are some 
essential tips to help you make 
the most out of your space. 

Look to tlie Walls 

When your house has ^ 
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TINY HOMES 



Sliding doors whether on a track or a pocket 


door that disappears into the wall, both open up 

in cnarfa artH I'rpatfi a cmnrsthfif trafflr* flniA/ 





Use wall space to create s distinctive 
style to a room, while thinking about 
adding an opportunity for storage. 


a lack of floor space, make 
use of its wall space. Now is 
the time to get creative with 
storage units. Make use of 
long and narrow shelving, 
pieces with multiple cubby¬ 
holes and wooden crates of all 
sizes. Hang your electronics. 


Use flat surfaces on top of 
your furniture and appli¬ 
ances. Jamming in crafting 
or reclaiming items to fit the 
unique needs of your home 
is more often than not the 
best solution. 

> 
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TINY HOMES 




Proud to Provide Local Service 
to Saskatoon and Area 
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Why Swing When You Can Siide? 

Do not hold onto the idea 
of interior swinging doors 
when sliding doors are the 
better option.They will free 
up several square feet of 
much needed floor space. If 
you build your honne, choose 
sliding doors that are installed 
directly into the wall. If this is 
not a possibility, then purchase 
an inexpensive barn door kit. 
Either option is more attractive 
and distinctive than traditional 
swinging doors. 

Let There be Light 

It is imperative for every 


room to feel as light and airy 
as possible. Windows natu¬ 
rally illuminate an area while 
good quality windows can save 
homeowners hundreds of 
dollars a year on electricity and 
heating bills. Lighter shades of 
paint instantly create bigger 
and brighter rooms. Horizontal 
and vertical stripes on a wall 
give the illusion of added 
length and height. Donate 
or recycle any low hanging, 
low emitting yellow lighting 
and invest in units that give 
off a generous amount of illu¬ 
mination. Quality lighting can 
do wonders for small rooms. 
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TINY HOIVIES 


Away witti Room Labels 

Do away with the titles 
of conventionally desig¬ 
nated rooms. Each room must 
serve its own unique role. If the 
original function of a room itself 
is not necessarily needed, then 
change it into one that will be 
valuable to the overall home. 
This may mean turning an attic 
into a bedroom, office into a 
bathroom, or entryway into 
a dining room. Just because 
the rooms in your house were 
designed to serve a particular 
purpose does not mean that 
you have to stick with it. 

Go Green or Go Home 

If you plan to live in a tiny 
home, you have made the deci¬ 
sion to live greener than ever 
before. With a lack of room for 
major or oversized appliances, 
you may find yourself ridding 
your home of a dishwasher, 
dryer, microwave and even a 
toaster. Your garden may only 


be watered with purified grey 
water while your roof may 
suddenly be covered in solar 
panels. Want to reduce your 
output of sewage?Try installing 
a Loveable Loo {a particular 
brand of eco toilet). A greener 
lifestyle is not only healthier for 
Mother Earth, but for a home's 
inhabitants as well. 

Less is More 

This mantra holds great 
reverence in theTiny House 
Movement. Keep in mind that 
you only need to possess the 
bare minimum.Truly love every 
item that you do own, and to 
get rid of those that you do 
not. Do not let your closets or 
cupboards overrun with items. 
Custom build your furniture if 
nothing else fits. Purge your 
home of clutter a few times 
a year.The bottom line is that 
there is simply not enough 
space for all of your stuff. 

> 
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TINY HOMES 




Light spaces often feel larger. Using horizontal 
and vertical sight lines to your advantage 
can make s room look taller or longer. 




Bigger Is Hot Always Better 

In these earth-conscious 
times, owning the largest 
house on the block is no 
longer a bragging right.Tiny 
homes are a great lesson that 


can teach us the distinction 
between what we want and 
what we need, how to live 
within our means and how 
to reduce our carbon footprint. 
Rather than a house becoming 


a product of its inhabitants, 
it is tiny homes that shape 
those who live in them. Size 
is all relative, 

Emory Ann Kurysh 
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A Technology Takeover 



Technology has infiltrated 
the bathroonn, and many 
Saskatoon homeowners are 
embracing the many benefits. 

According to Kitchen & Bath 
Classics Showroom Manager 
Lori Pelletier, one of the most 


popular high tech bathroom 
trends is the ability to pair 
music devices with specific 
bathroom products like 
showers and tub, extending 
sound systems throughout 
the home. 


And why not? Bathrooms 
are often viewed as one of 
the few places in our home 
to have some down time and 
relaxation. Lori has noted 
that many homeowners are 
creating an at-home spa in 


the bathroom, bringing the 
therapeutic benefits of relax¬ 
ation and leisure within steps 
of the front door. Opportuni¬ 
ties for steam, aroma sense, 
chromasense (light therapy) 
and audio sense are all in 
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HIGHTECH BATHROOMS 



the realm of possibility right 
at home. 

Or perhaps you are looking 
for ways to simplify your day? 
Did you ever think we would 
get to a place where your toilet 
seat can open when you walk 


into the room, self flush and 
then have the Md close on its 
own when finished?The future 
is here, and this technology 
Is available. 

While the products that 
make our lives easier and ^ 
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HIGHTECH BATHROOMS 



Never fight againi In addition to an environmentallv-friendly flushing system, theTOTO Neorest toilet has an auto open/close fid and 
flush feature, it also comes equipped with a remote control to adjust seat warming temperature, bidet and deodorizing functions. 


more enjoyable are always on 
the top of our shopping priority 
list, there is also a strong 
desire for energy efficiency 
and there are many high tech 
options for the bathroom that 
save water and heat energy. 
Products like dual-flush toilets 
have been around for a while, 
but still remain very popular. 
An innovative technology in 


bathtubs is the in-line heater, 
which maintains temperature 
while bathing so more hot 
water does not need to be 
added mid-bath. 

Ever notice how having 
hot and cold being separate 
handholds on either side of 
the faucet isn't seen often in 
the market today? Lori points 
at this as one of the notable 


improvements in the bath¬ 
room product space over the 
past two decades. And there 
is a reason. Pressure balanced 
and thermostatic {holding a 
constant temperature) valves 
help avoid the painful effects 
of burns because of scalding 
water. Now almost all tubs and 
showers have single handles 
that are pressure balanced 


or thermostatic, and you can 
even look for digital or ''touch" 
technology. 

The home is becoming more 
high-tech every day. We may 
not have hoverboards yet, but 
the future has arrived in the 
bathroom, 

Aviva lack 
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HIGHTECH BATHROOMS 



Bri2o"s exclusive, first-to-market technology allows you to activate 
the water flow with a simple touch to the faucet body, spout, or 
handle.The touch-sensitive faucet can keep water at a constant 
temperature and pressure from use to use.This unique functionality 
makes it easy to activate the water flow only when needed, helping 
to reduce water usage. This technology operates off a battery pack, 
so it is suitable for both new construction and renovations. 


In addition to its elegant 
design, the Bain Ultra 
EssencEa freestanding tub 
has AromaCloud which 
floats over your bath 
experience like a cloud, 
a warm touch shell that 
heats the shell of the soaker 
tub, Chromotherapy {light 
therapy) and Geysair 
technology that keeps water 
warmer for longer. 



POTH HOME SOLUTIONS 

& General Contracting Inc. 


SPECIALIZING IN TOTAL 
HOME RENOVATIONS 

RESIDENTIAL - INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
RENOVATIONS - KITCHENS - BATHROOMS - 
ADDITIONS - BASEMENTS 




Your Renovation - Your Way 
CALL 306-270-0769 
pothhomesolutions.ca 
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ACREAGEAND 
COUNTRY UMNG 

Is tt Right for Vbii? 



Developers outside Saska¬ 
toon are redefining what it 
means to live In the country. 
With easy access to ameni¬ 
ties and a focus on commu¬ 
nity building, theyVe finding 
a new set of buyers looking 
to trade in their slice of the 
city for wide-open spaces and 
starry nights. IfyouYe consid¬ 
ering such a move, there are 


several questions you should 
ask yourself before placing a 
deposit on that pastoral piece 
of property. 

What Can You Afford? 

Aside from the lot price 
itself, there are often upfront 
and recurring costs to 
consider. Depending on the 
location, these can include 


fees for garbage and recycling 
pick up, septic services and 
water delivery. You may also 
need to factor in infrastructure 
costs such as holding tank 
installation and/or digging 
a well. Some developments 
have community association 
fees and some do not.You'll 
want to consider what RM 
(rural municipality) ifs located 


in, what the tax base is and 
if there are any development 
fees. 

What Kind of Lifestyle Are You 
Looking For? 

Gwen Lepage, developer of 
Sarilia Country Estates, says 
buyers should start with why. 
"Why do you want to change 
where you live? What is going 
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ACREAGE AND COUNTRY LIVING 



to be different after you make 
this move?" She adds, '"My 
clients aren't just shopping 
for a new house.They want 
a lifestyle change and that 
doesn't mean hopping around 
the city from one neighbour¬ 
hood to another.They want 
something else: a view, space 
and a sense of community. 
Quite often my clients have 


a rural background and have 
a strong desire to go back to 
a place that feels like home." 

What Nearbv Amenities Do 
You Need? 

A family with school-aged 
children will want to know 
the proximity to the nearest 
schools, and if school bus 
service is provided. Darren 


Hagen, developer of Grass- 
wood Estates, says that Grass- 
wood's IcK^tion is what appeals 
most to his property buyers. 
"We offer country living 
with modern city amenities 
just minutes away^ he says. 
"There's a school within 
walking distance and the shops 
and services of Stonebridge 
are just five minutes north." 


Aside from typical ameni¬ 
ties like grocery stores and 
pharmacies, many buyers 
will want to know if there 
are nearby recreation facili¬ 
ties, trails or water access. 
Both Grasswood and Sarilia 
offer trails and water access, 
so they tend to attract nature 
lovers and outdoor adventurers 
with their opportunities ^ 


SUMMER 20! 4 


Saskatoon HOME 37 





















ACREAGE AND COUNTRY LIVING 


A view from Sarflia's 
river valley at dusk. 



for snowshoeirtg, hiking, bikfng 
and canoeing. 

What Are the Local Bylaws? 

If your big move involves 
raising chickens, buying a 
horse, a boat, or taking up 


snowmobiling, you'll want 
to look up the local bylaws 
of the RM the development is 
located in to ensure your plans 
are all above board. Zoning 
bylaws are set out by each 
municipality, which divides 


the land into zoning districts. 
Each district may have its own 
regulations specifying the size, 
location, dimension and types 
of buildings allowed, the provi¬ 
sion of parking spaces, outdoor 
storage and landscaping. 


What Kind of House Do You Want 
to Build? 

Gwen recommends that 
property buyers avoid final¬ 
izing house plans until after 
theyVe settled on a property. 
"Maximizing an incredible 
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ACREAGE AND COUNTRY LIVING 


Country l?vfng often makes an active lifestyle easy ts 
attain with many opportunities ligiit outside year door. 



Photo: Bamboo Snoots 


view and ensuring privacy 
may well dictate the size and 
style of your house and will 
become a more important 
consideration than the actual 
floor plan or style" she says. 

If you have a style and size 
of house in mind, you'll want 
to ask the developer about 


any architectural design stan¬ 
dards that might be in place. 
Such standards are created 
to protect the value of the 
development and the homes 
within it.The standards may 
regulate factors such as the 
size, design, height and foot¬ 
print of the home, landscaping. 


outdoor storage, setbacks, 
lighting and whether pools 
or hot tubs are permitted. 

What CompromisGS Arc You Will¬ 
ing to Make? 

Often when we thi nk of the 
country, we picture a bucolic, 
peaceful retreat from fast- 


paced urban living. Rural 
life can be idyllic, but just 
like living in the city, there are 
certain realities you'll need to 
carefully consider. 

If moving from an urban 
area, one of the biggest 
changes may be the amount 
of yard work involved. Some 
developments keep the land¬ 
scaping all natural, while 
others will require frequent 
maintenance. You'll need to 
ask yourself if you're willing 
to invest in a ride-on mower 
and devote the time to main¬ 
tain those wide-open spaces. 

If the move involves a longer 
drive to work, ifs a good idea 
to get in your car and test out 
the commute during peak and 
non-peak hours. Once you've 
tested it, you'll have a better 
idea if it's an acceptable, 
comfortable commute. If so, 
here's hoping those country 
roads will soon take you home 
to the place you belong. (S) 

Jude Barnes 


QUESTIONS TO ASK THE DEVELOPER 

if you've found the perfect property, here are a few questions you may 
want to ask the developer before making your purchase: 


• !n which RM is the development located?Taxes 
and permit costs will vary by RM. 

• Does the RM charge development fees? 

• What upfront and recurring costs will I need 
to budget for? 

• What kind of infrastructure costs can I expect 
to pay? Examples may include digging a well, 
purchasing and installing holding tanks, or 
building a driveway. 

• What services are included with the purchase 
of the property? What isn't included? 

• Who is responsible for garbage and recycling 
pick up? 

• Where will my kids go to school? Is there school 
bus service? 

• Who is responsible for maintaining the roads? 


Are there architectural design standards in place? 
If so, you'll need to request a copy for yourself 
and your builder. 

Are there any rules In regards to landscaping on 
the property? 

Are there timelines that dictate when I have 
to build? 

Can I build a ready-to-move (RTM) house? 

Who will my neighbours be? 

Are there any special zoning regulations, setback 
or buffers that 1 need to consider? 

Is there an emergency response plan in place? 

How close is the development to emergency 
response services? 

How was the property previously used? 
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In the Spring 2014 issue of 
Saskatoon HOME magazme 
there was a story titled Dream 
Home For a Do//ar.This article 
told the story of how a home 
won in a Kinsmen lottery in 
1956 was moved from the 
exhibition to Spadina Drive, 
and remains a very noticeable 
home today. 

Back to present day whether 
you bike, run or walk the 
winding riverbank trails that 
follow Spadina Crescent, or 


drive along the idyllic tree- 
canopied street, youVe likely 
noticed two new modern 
homes with striking red brick 
and grey stucco fagades, just 
past Duchess Street across 
from the weir. 

The one on the left is the 
2014 Kinsmen lottery home 
(an interesting coincidence). 
We thought Saskatoon HOME 
would take you on a tour as it 
is Saskatoon'sfirst infill lottery 
home, the first to be built in a 


core neighbourhood and the 
first one to overlook the South 
Saskatchewan River. 

Built by Lexis Homes, this 
riverfront showstopper can 
also lay claim to being the first 
ever Mike Hoimes Approved 
lottery home in Saskatchewan. 

A Nod to Detail 

Every room of this three- 
bedroom home is beautifully 
furnished with contemporary 
furniture and stylish accents. 


A home office and fitness 
studio complement the space, 
creating a successful hybrid 
of high style and functionality. 

Interior features echo the 
exterior finishes with a vertical 
band of floor-to-ceiling red 
brick flanking one side of 
the gas fireplace. The brick 
was reclaimed from an old 
Chicago warehouse, giving 
the space an industrial feel 
with a vintage appeal. A richly 
veined wood dining table ^ 
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A NOTABLE INFILL 



and the faux-boss tiled ensufte 
Jacuzzi are a subtle nod to 
the warm Red Balua wood 
features found on the exterior. 

No detail was overlooked in 
the design and build of this sleek 
and sophisticated home. Large 
windows throughout bring the 
outdoors in, and a spacious front 


porch and second-floor balcony 
provide further opportunity to 
take in the watery vista. For 
Cam Skoropat, co-owner of 
Lexis Flomes, the view of the 
river was paramount from the 
very beginning. 

"WeVe learned from 
previous clients that they 


like some division between 
the kitchen and living room, 
but don't necessarily want to 
close off the spaces from one 
another/ says Cam. With that 
knowledge in mind, a custom, 
floor-to-ceiling open-shelving 
feature was used to delineate 
the two rooms, keeping sight¬ 


lines to the river open. The 
result? Natural light is able 
to travel through the entire 
main floor uninterrupted, and, 
most importantly, says Cam, 
''the river view is still within 
sight from the dining area at 
the back of the house.'' 

> 




Unique details such as wallpaper and a vessel sink create an eclectic look 
in the half bath, while the other bathrooms offer a neutrai, calming space. 
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A NOTABLE INFILL 
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A NOTABLE INFILL 



Distinctive Location 

in addition to the home 
itself, the lucky winner wiil 
gain the freedom that comes 
from leaving the car at home. 
Walking distance to downtown, 
or the university just across the 
bridge, the central location of 
the City Park residence gives 
it further distinction. 

''It's hard to beat that, as a 
location'' says Arthur Cradock, 
chair of the Kinsmen River¬ 
front Home Lottery. "Having 
a location like this just stands 
us so far apart from anything 
else.^' Arthur recalls his first 
tour of the completed house, "I 
was blown away by the view. 
Even though I knew what the 
view was going to be, it was 
still something else." As for 
his favourite interior feature, 
Arthur laughs as he recalls 
his reaction to the elaborate 


red sink in the main floor 
bathroom. "I used the word 
'fancyl I walked in and said, 
'Oh, that's fancyy" 

Eiivcstment in Saskatoon 

It's often said that you're 
not Just buying a lottery 
ticket: you're buying a diance 
to dream. In this case, ticket 
buyers are also helping several 
local charities realize their own 
dreams.The money raised by 
the Kinsmen Home Lottery 
is reinvested in local causes 
that serve the community's 
greatest need. 

"Often it's children's and 
inner-city community orga¬ 
nizations. We support the 
arts as well," says Arthur. 
"We wouldn't be successful 
in everything we do if It wasn't 
for the support of the people 
of Saskatoon. Over the ^ 



Affordable 


Impressive 
River Valley Property 


just minutes from Saskatoon, youll find Sarilia 
Country Estates—a vibrant village nestled 
Into the ISforth Saskatchewan River Valley. 
WeVe home to nature lovers, sunset watchers, 
outdoor adventurers, green thumbs and 
serenity seekers of all kinds. 


We're a warm and inviting community 
just waiting to weicome you home. 


CONTACT US TODAY TO ARRANGE 
A PERSONAL TOUR: 


Sarilia.com 


306-2Z2-S7S9 




/SariiiaCountryEstates 
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A NOTABLE INFILL 



years weVe given out $10 million to local charities, and a large 
part of that is due to the home lottery." 

With its sought-after location and sense of relaxed luxury, this 
investment in our community clearly has the winning formula. 

Julie Barnes 


WHAT'S IT TAKE TO MAKE IT RIGHT? 

Mike Holmes has given the Kinsmen Riverfront Home 

Lottery Grand Prize Showhome his seal of approval. 

So, what does it take to get the thumbs up from 

Canada's most trusted contractor? Here are some of 

the specifications that were upgraded in the Lottery 

home to meet Holmes Approved Homes standards: 

• 2x8 exterior walls for higher insulation value (R28) 

• Pink coated sheathing and lumber on the exterior 
maximizing the durability of the wood, making it 
resilient to moisture, mould, rot and fire. 

• Dimple wrap waterproofing on exterior 
foundation wall providing lasting protection 
from basement flooding. 

• RIO Insulation below the basement sfab/floor. 

• Moisture resistant drywall in the basement 

• Roxul Comfortbatt insulation throughout 
which reduces drafts and provides structural 
reinforcement, soundproofing, warmer floors 
and resistance to fire and moisture. 

• Schluter Ditra Underiayment under bathroom tiles. 

• Use of a high-efficiency furnace combined with 
the best residential air filters on the market* 

• Homes are inspected up to six times during 
construction by inspectors approved by the 
Mike Holmes Group. A few examples of the 
inspection items include thermal imaging and 
airtightness testing. 
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ROSEWOOD 

ESTATES 


315 Ledingham Drive, Rosewood 





Come home to nature... 


ENVIRONMENT-FRIENDLY 
FEATURES INCLUDE: 


Saskatoon's first 


IMp: Uiwa gchnajhr 




DSEtinsd oondofTimium 
devetopnrent J 


• Eco-lriendly and maintenance free exteriors: 
fiber-cement board siding and stone accents, 

• EnfXir shingles, made from recycled fires. 

• Overlookang Rosciwood's 
6S‘acre noturol v/etland preserve. 


Visit www.boychukhomes.com or ca 


Robert Joanne 

305-2AO-9145 306-250-3122 


AssooiaMA. Ik. 

































Dr. David Puls wants to help 
people experience music in 
greater ways. He's not an 
audiologist but his wealth 
of knowledge about the way 
the human ear perceives and 
interprets sound can change 
lives. While also the owner of 
Pulsworks Audio Arts, David 
is a trained musician and has 


been a professional sound 
engineer for 34 years. David's 
mission is to help people hear 
and experience music in ways 
they never believed possible. 

"Music is an art form, 
recording is an art, as is the 
desig n of the system on which 
that music is played" David 
explains. "It's the cohesion of 


all of this mixed with passion 
and experience that makes 
your music an important part of 
your life, heard the way it was 
intended to be experienced." 

David has designed sound 
systems for many clients, from 
construction workers to CEOs 
of multinational companies 
for whom price is no object. 


He's worked with all kinds of 
music lovers and music venues 
in between. A love of music 
knows no class or income 
level.The key is not neces¬ 
sarily the brand or the price, 
but how well the system and its 
components work together to 
produce good sound.To build 
such a system, David— ^ 
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Choosing a builder who belongs to the New Home 
Warranty Program ensures your new home is protected 
from problems that can occur with new buildings. 


You'll be covered for*: 

* Your Initial deposit up to $25,000 if the builder defaults 
- Defects in workmanship or materials for the first year 

* Exterio r wat e r p e netrati on for two years 

* Major structural defects for five years 

Plus^/oucanget even more comprehensive coverage with 
the optional extended coverage for single family homes, 

To find out more^ visit our website, or contact us today, 

a n(Maco[npleto dncriptbAafcciveiiige'. CDntacttfcc Hevi Hamc WwBEty PiDgiam 
of Su kabc brwDrjithly iiletiKib. 

www.nhwp.org 


#4-301 2 Louise St. E, Saskatoon (306) 373-7833 



spas 

90% less plumbing. 90% fewer holes. 

JetPaks™ : Customizablep Interchangeable, Upgradeable. 
LeakGuard™ : 90% fewer holes for a virtually leak proof tub. 
PowerPlus^'^ : 907o less plumbing means more power to your |ets. 
EnduraFrame™ : 100% wood free construction. 


Wheatland 

625 1st Ave North 

Saskatoon, SK S7K 1X7 

Fireplace 

Phone: (306) 249-4888 

Better Living...Begins Here 

w w w. w heatia ndf i re p la «. com 

n Giver theThumbsu.p by 

TRUSTED 



Wh CH DOOR BREAKS TO YOUT* 


DAG-'Woo d 


S.■^^Dle' Ghii Pcneh!^ TLXTlH^LD? moderni? Irfidiiiorial? 


Call crviiit our Osier showroom to Rod your perfeccmatcM 306.239,2177 | www,si:aircas^Si<,ccini 
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THE ART OF SOUND 



Form and functfon: a well-designed sound 
system can please both ear and eye. 


who admits to being little 
fussy about the artistry of the 
craft" —starts out like a kind 
of musical Father confessor. 

''I want to know how you 
enjoy music.The style, the kind 
of music is really irrelevant, 
but literally how do you experi¬ 
ence music?" David explains. 
"What does music do for you? 


What do you want it to do? 
Once we figure that out, then 
we can design a system for 
you. Ultimately, a good sound 
system is an expression of 
the person and it's my job to 
find out who that person is 
visually and sonically." As a 
result, David's work is often 
rewarded with adjectives like 


"awesome'" and "amazing." 

Throwing together a bunch 
of components will certainly 
produce sound, but can rob 
the listener of the best expe¬ 
rience. The re's an ample diet 
of poor production and mass 
produced big box systems; 
David bemoans a culture in 
which children are growing up 


on iPods with JVIP3 files whtch 
produce only a tiny fraction 
of the sound quality of well 
recorded music. Poor sound 
systems reinforce poor sound 
and people assume that's as 
good as it gets. 

"A British literature scholar 
mused about children growing 
up in the slums of London. 
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THE ART OF SOUND 



They never ventured farther 
than two blocks from their 
home.They would never know 
the joy of a holiday at the sea, 
and they had no concept of 
what it means to have fun at 
the beach/ David says.It's the 
same with us. We are far too 
easily pleased and we are just 
fine With the impoverishment 
of our own expectations. When 
people hear how music is really 
meant to be experienced, IVe 
had them in tears.They simply 
never knew such music existed. 
I want to give them a 'holiday 
at the sea.' Music as it was 
meant to be heard captivates 
and transforms us. It can be 
life changing." 

David has taught a class 
calledThe Art of Listening that 
helps music lovers improve 
their perceptive ability, those 
who want to understand and 
appreciate music at a higher 
level. 

"The ear is a passive instru¬ 
ment; it hears everything," ^ 
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THE ART OF SOUND 



David says. ""The problem is 
that the untrained mind doesn't 
know what to do with all that 
information so ft often Just 
chooses to ignore some of 
it." He compares it to looking 
at an X-ray.To the layperson, 
the film looks grey. But to a 
trained eye—or ear, in the case 
of music—one can extract great 
detail and meaning.'" 


There's "'absolutely nothing 
wrong with simply liking 
music. People with minimal 
perceptive skills can do that 
just fine/ David says. "But for 
people who improve those 
skills and who invest in a 
well designed system, it's like 
they're finally hearing music 
for the first time." 

Kafin Melberg Schwier 


Building Green Doesn't Have To Be Hard. 

Build a greener, more sound-proof, 
erer^ efricient home, faster 
Think ICF. Think LOGIX, 



Good. Solid. Green' 



mana contacting western Wall Systems 

vrww.iwc$l:«mw{ill,CiB 



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

Because sound systems and home theatres can 
be customized to unique circumstances and 
desires, David encourages people considering a 
system to first invest time in careful thought and 
be ready to discuss in depth: 

How do I enjoy music/movies? 

How can I satisfy nny listening/viewing 
preferences? 

What do I want to accomplish with a new 
music/theatre system? 

What are my must-have essentials for music 
system/home theatre? 

How can I assemble a system I can add 
to later? 

Can I renovate an area in my existing home 
for sound/theatre? 

If Tm building new, how can I plan for a 
dream system/theatre experience? 
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There's a reason that gour¬ 
mands in the know prefer a 
wood-fired pizza baked in a 
brick oven, beyortd the fact that 
it seems authentically cool. 
It's actually a superior way 
of baking the pizza. Because 
heat is stored within the dense 
walls of the oven, it radiates 
a lot more evenly, and leaves 
the floor of the oven cooler 
than the air above. It's as hot 
as H-£-double-hockey-sticks 
in there, so the pizza bakes 
incredibly quickly, ensuring a 
thin crust with a soft middle. 
The toppings themselves are 
perfectly cooked, retaining 
more of their original flavour 


instead of going soggy. 

I wanted to learn a bit more 
about wood-fired ovens and 
maybe try some delicious 
pizza in the process (I know, 


it's hard to have such a terrible 
job), so I headed just outside 
of Saskatoon on Highway 60 
to The Firestick Cafe at Solar 
Gardens. For years now, Roger 
Valliere and his partner Chris 


have been operating what they 
call a 'Living Art Company/ 
where they specialize in succu¬ 
lent plant arrangements and 
a balsamic oils tasting studio. 


Until recently, they also oper¬ 
ated a seasonal outdoor kitchen. 
However, in the last few years 
they realized the potential of 
turning it into a new space 
with a special centrepiece — 


a wood-fired oven. 

"It started with just being 
out in the summer kitchen," 
explains Roger. "People would 
ask for a pizza. Eventually, 
people would show up /usf for 
the pizza. One Sunday we had 
200 vehicles in the yard, and 
I said to Chris, there's a busi¬ 
ness here. So we built a new 
kitchen. It took two years to 
build the oven.''Thev now use 
this perfected art of wood-firing 
In their Firestick Cafe to cater 
to private groups and classes. 

Historical Significance 

Well, before Roger and Chris 
got the idea to build their ^ 


“We cook everything in our oven that we can. 
Fire roasted tomatoes, meats, eggs, 
vegetables, you name it." 
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own oven, wood-fired ovens 
were around making great 
pizza.The city of Pompeii was 
an ancient Roman community 
near where Naples is now in 
Italy. If youYe familiar with 
the story of the eruption of 
Mount Vesuvius In 79 AD, you'll 
know that Pompeii was laid 
waste and buried under 20 
feet of ash and pumice. Over 
time, parts of the city were 
uncovered, and the first real 
excavations started taking 
place in the 1700s. 

Amazingly, archeologists 
and engineers discovered 
that the lack of air and mois¬ 
ture made conditions right for 
an extremely high degree of 
preservation.This has lead us 
to be able to determine quite 
a bit about the daily lives of 
the citizens of Pompeii at the 
time. If you guessed that this 
history lesson was heading 
towards wood-fired ovens, 
you'd be on the right track. 

While these ovens have been 
discovered in different forms 
in almost every excavation of 
other ancient civilizations and 
all over Europe, the modern 
form of the oven reached its 
peak in Rome. Around 30 ovens 
were uncovered in the ruins 
of Pompeii, and they are said 
to be in such good shape that 
they could still bake today 
(perhaps with minor repairs). 


They were used both in homes 
and in businesses; the shops 
where many of the ovens were 
found resembled today's pizze¬ 
rias, with granite countertops 
and hot and cold food barsThe 
ovens were mostly constructed 
from an assortment of bricks and 
ceramic materials, and they're a 
testament to the craftsmanship 
of Roman civilization, even as 
far back as 3,000 years ago. 

The Modern Era 

Of course, the modern 
world, electricity and indus¬ 
trialization took over, with 
prefabricated metal ovens 
becoming the norm. This 
all but signaled the end of 
wood-fired ovens for home 
use, though there has been a 
movement in Italy to go back 
to the old ways, building brick 
ovens and using pizza recipes 
that have been in families for 
generations. And of course, 
like Chris and Roger atThe 
Firestick Cafe, there are people 
all over the world who are also 
learning how to harness the 
thermal battery of brick ovens 
for fun, business, or both. 

The Art of Wood-Firing 

"We've always been inter¬ 
ested in it,'^ says Chris. "We 
didn't know anything about 
wood-firing at first." Now, 
after taking over five years of 


artisan bread baking training 
in Toronto from none other 
than the head baker at Mary 
G's Artisan Bread, Jim Wills, 
they are well-versed. 

I sat down at The Fireside 
Cafe (with our publisher 
Amanda Soulodre) to sample 
some of the creations from 
the oven and, suffice to say, 
I was bowled over. 

After a pallet cleaning citrus 
salad, and delectable Pray 
Cups, we were treated to the 
Fi restick's Solar Wings, which 
are also wood-fired. A juxta¬ 
position of sweet and salty, 
these crunchy wings were 
flavoured with garlic, fresh 
mint and cilantro.They tasted 
like barbequed wings, but with 
a combined zing of sweet and 
spicy. The wings go to show 
that the wood-fired oven is not 
just for pizzas; Chris cooks all 
manner of meats and other 
ingredients for other dishes 
inside the brick oven. 

"We also roast chickens, 
turkeys and meats in there," 
he explains. "After everyone 
leaves, we prepare for the next 
day.The oven is still really hot 
at the end of the day and that 
thing will cook three turkeys 
and five chickens at a time. We 
cook everything in our oven 
that we can. Fire roasted toma¬ 
toes, meats, eggs, vegetables, 
you name it." 


Next, it was time for the 
main event—wood-fired pizzas. 
Chris is a mad scientist of sorts 
in the kitchen, and while you 
can get the usual suspects of 
toppings like pepperoni and 
Flawaiian, he served Amanda 
and me some of his most 
creative offerings. 

'Thafs my mission in the Fire- 
stick Cafe," he grins. "I like taking 
a delicious meal idea and then 
challenge myself to turn it into 
a pizza." As an example, Chris 
pondered for quite a while on 
how to make a whole turkey 
dinner on a pizza. Impossible? 
The mad scientist did it.Think 
caramelized fire roasted brussels 
sprouts in balsamic reduction 
with cranberries, fire roasted 
turkey, bacon, feta and walnuts 
all on a thin crust pie. It's like 
Christmas andThanksgiving all 
on one pizza. 

First came a pizza called 
The Hangover. Flashbrowns, 
honey ham, fire-roasted toma¬ 
toes, Cheddar cheese and a 
sunnyside egg laid on top. 
I'm inclined to agree with the 
menu, which notes, "Even if 
youVe not hungover, this pie 
doubles as an all-day breakfast 
or a great brunch." 

But for me, the surprise of 
the day that will ensure my 
speedy return toThe Firestick 
Cafe was the Big Mac pizza. 
Yup. Exactly what it sounds 
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like. Chris experimented to get 
the ingredients right espedally 
the sauce. It may seem like a 
contradiction that Tm a critic 
and foodie who also loves a 
trip to MacDonald's, but either 
way, I was right in the pocket 
for this pie. it was amazing. 

"The flavour of a Big Mac;' 
says Chris, "but none of the 
guiir 


The guilt did come though 
with Chris' take on a dessert 
pizza, The Elvis. The King 
himself would be all over 
this 'za, smothered in peanut 
butter, bananas, bacon, toasted 
marshmallows, peanuts and 
dulce de leche {sort of a cara¬ 
melized sweet milk). I don't 
know how I managed it, but 
after all that food, I stuffed two 


pieces ofThe Elvis down the 
hatch. Let's just say I ambled 
to the car when we were done 
rather than swinging my hips 
like Elvis the Pelvis. 

Solar Garden's Firestick Cafe 
is one of Saskatoon's best 
examples of using a wood-fired 
oven to perfection, but there 
is a large trend here towards 
people installing wood-fired 


ovens in either their kitchen or 
backyard. The re are a number 
of kits on the internet to build 
your own, and with the advice 
from people like Roger, who 
have done it for themselves, 
you could enjoy the exqui¬ 
site wood-fired taste right 
at home. | 

Craig Siiiiphant 



THE HANGOVER (+ THE MORNING AFTER) PIZZA RECIPE 


1 cup of hash browns (home 
made or bought} 

STbsp tomato based pizza 
sauce (homemade or bought} 

1 handful of grated mozza or 
Cheddar cheese(or both) 

shaved honey ham—a good 
handful 

1 roasted tomato (fire or oven 
roasted) 

1 or 2 farm fresh eggs 




Prepare your dough and roll into a 10" disk. 

Quickly fry {for about 1 minute} the hash browns in a teaspoon 
of canola oil. Don't over cook as they will finish cooking in 
the oven. 

Spread on the tomato sauce. 

Then add the cheese, hash browns, shaved ham, roasted 
tomatoes and crack on top one egg (for the hangover) or 2 


eggs (for the morning after}. 

Sprinkle with fresh cracked pepper. 

Bake in a wood-fired oven or very hot oven (550 degrees), 
preferably on a pizza stone for about 3 minutes until the 
egg whites are set but the yolk is still runny. 

Cut into the yolk and use all that runny goodness as a 
dipping sauce. 
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HOMEtown Reflections 


JEFF O’BRIEN 
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Today, Twentieth Street 
carries on unbroken all the 
way from the nver out to Circle 
Drive. But until the 1960s, 
the CN railway yards sliced 
through downtown Saska¬ 
toon between First Avenue 
and IdyEwyld Drive, effectively 
separating east from west and 
helping to ensure that Twen¬ 
tieth Street west of the tracks 
would be a far different and 
much more interesting place 
than its east side namesake. 

Twentieth Street has been 
the west side's prenniere 
commercial strip since 1903, 
when the Riversdale area was 
first settled. In those days, 
development was clustered 
at the very east end, just off 
Avenue A, and only gradually 
edged its way westward. Maps 
from 1911 show only the odd 
building west of Avenue C, 
with Alexandra School and St. 
Thomas Presbyterian Church 
sitting alone and lonely, way 


out on the other side of Avenue 
G. But Saskatoon was booming 
in 1911 and 1912, and by the 
summer of 1913, Twentieth 


Street was almost com pletely 
filled in past Avenue D, with 
homes and businesses strung 
out on either side as far west as 


AvenueT, taking advantage of 
the fact that the newly-instailed 
streetcar tracks ran all the way 
out to St. Paul's Hospital at 
Avenue P. 

Hotel Aliev 

Among the earliest busi¬ 
nesses on Twentieth were 
hotels, starting with the Butler, 
a narrow, three-storey ^ 


An Old World street of many nationalities; 
a casual and intimate one of shops and 
stores with brightly lit-up neon signs. 
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wooden structure buitt in 1904 
on the southwest corner of 
Avenue B. Across the road, the 


Iroquois Hotel opened 1906, 
just up the block from the 
lOO-roonn King Edward Hotel, 


which opened the following 
year. In 1912, the Butler was 
picked up and moved a half 


block south to make way for 
the prestigious Barry Hotel, 
and the Iroquois was modern¬ 
ized and substantialiy enlarged, 
re-opening as the Albany. 

Twentieth also had its share 
of theatres, the most imposing 
of which, the Roxy, opened in 
1930. But there were several 
other ""moving picture houses" 
and live theatre establishments 
in the early days, including the 
King EdwardTheatre (attached 
to the hotel of the same name), 
the Idle HourTheatre across 
the road and the ButlerTheatre 
just up the block. In between, 
Twentieth was crowded with 
shops and offices, restau¬ 
rants and rooming houses, 
butchers, bakers and candle- 
stidc makers—mostly small and 
family-owned, often with the 
proprietors living in rooms 
above —and everything else 
necessary to support a growing 
west side population. 

Men in High Places 

TheTwentieth Street busi¬ 
ness community has been well 
represented in Saskatoon poli¬ 
tics. William Hopkins, mayor 
of Saskatoon in 1909-1910, 
built his hardware store near 
Avenue A in 1907. George W. 
Norman, who ran a print shop 



'V 
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The Little Chief Texaco at Twentieth 
and Avenue B in 1961 


a few doors down from the 
Barry Hotel, sat on city council 
from 1917-1929, including 
three years as mayor. Another 
hardware merchant, Lome 
Massey, was elected to council 
in 1910 and 1911, as did Dr. 
J.H.C. Willoughby, one of the 
founders of Riversdale, whose 
homestead atTwentieth Street 


and Avenue P later became St. 
Paul's Hospital. More recently, 
Don Junor, fong-time general 
manager of the Barry Hotel and 
founding member of what is 
now the Rtversdale Business 
Improvement District, served 
on city council from 1969-1979. 
A public figure of a different 
sort was "'Popcorn Pete," aka 


Peter Molino, who for 40 years 
worked a popcorn cart at the 
corner of Avenue B, in front of 
Adilman's department store. 

Saskatoon's Melting Pot 

The spirit ofTwentieth Street 
over the years was perhaps 
best captured by local historian 
George Kovalenko, who called 


it "an Old World street of many 
nationalities; a casual and inti¬ 
mate one of shops and stores 
with brightly lit-up neon signs." 
Like Riversdale and Pleasant 
Hill generally,Twentieth has 
always been Saskatoon's most 
ethnically diverse area. "Like 
the Avenue of the Americas in 
New York," one long-time ^ 
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Phofo; 1100-1694-005 courtesy of tfie City of SeskBloon Archives 


resident described it, recalling 
the street in the 1950s with a 
nr>ix of ethnicities that included 
Chinese, central and eastern 
European, French, German, 
Irish, Jewish, Middle Eastern 
and Metis communities; ifs 
a list to which nowadays we 
would add a dynamic First 
Nations community. 

In 1910, there were three 
Chinese laundries and at least 
two Chinese restaurants in the 
first two blocks, including the 
Alberta Cafe, on the south side 
of the street where Gasoline 
Alley is now. It was here that 
an ex-boxer and small-time 
hood named Morris Cohen 
interrupted an armed robbery, 
knocking the would-be robber 
unconscious and tossing him 
out into the street. It was a 
date with destiny.The restau¬ 
rateur, Mah Sam, turned out 
to be tight with the man who 
would become the first ^ 



St. Paul's Hospital in 1912, originally Dr. J.H.C. Willoughby's 
homestead and dispensa ry on Twentieth Street at Avenue P. 


ST. PAIR'S HOSPITAL, SaSW^TQCHNi SASK, 

Photo: HS’RMI courtesy of the City of Saskatoon Archives 
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The Barry Hotel m better days, 
shortly after opening in 1913 


A 



Photo: S-COS-27-4 courtesy of the City of Saskatoon Archives 


president of modern China, 
Dr. SunYat Sen, a connection 
that eventually drew 'Two 
Gun" Cohen —as he canne to 
be known —over the sea to 
China, and into a life of fame 
and international adventure 
as Sun Yat Sen's bodyguard, 
advisor and all-around fixer. 

Local Disasters and Decline 

ButTwentleth Street could 
be cruel to Its denizens. On 
November 13,1961, the King 
Edward Hotel was destroyed 
In one of the most spectacular 
fires in Saskatoon's history. 
Nearly every piece of fire appa¬ 
ratus in the city was sent to 
fight the fire, and off-duty fire 
and police officers were called 
In by telephone and radio 
broadcast to help battle the 
blaze and control the crowds. 
Tragically, when the site was 
cleared two weeks later, the 
body of the lone casualty, an 
elderly man who lived ^ 
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Get Inspired. 

See how DirectBuy members 
have improved their 
homes and lives with us. 
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Want more? Join the club. 

At DirectBuy were challenging the status quo by focusing on customers and providing a more inspirational shopping experience. 
As a DirectBuy member you'll no longer find yourself driving from stone-to-store looking for the styles and brands you want, 
the values that fit your lifestyle, or the personalized service to bring your ideas to life. DirectBuy has it all under one roof, 
including life-altering savings that can make all the difference in a college fund, retirement account or your next family vocation. 

And that difference is everything. 


Learn more by requesting your FREE Information Kit 
and a FREE Visitor's Pass to a showroom near you. 

Call 1877 683 3940 

Visit www.directbuysaskatoon.ca 
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Image of an early biplane superimposed over a photograph of 20th Street, ca. 1911. 
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Photo: courtesy of the City of Saskatoon Archives 


there as a permanent resident, 
was found. Even nnore disas¬ 
trous was the Barry Hotel fire 
on December 8, 1946, which 
gutted the building, killing 11 
and injuring eight more. It was 
later re-built. Ironically, early 
advertisements for the hotel 
boasted about its ''fire-proof 
construction.'" It turned out only 
the outer shell was fire-proof. 

Twentieth Street had always 
been a little shabby in spots. 
To some extent, this added 
to its character. But by the 
1960s and 70s, pawn shops 
and seedy adult bookstores 
were replacing the mom- 
and-pop butcher shops and 
five-and-dime stores of earlier 
years, and the street was in 
serious decline. Nowhere was 
this more apparent than in the 
Albany and Barry hotels. 

In 1912, the Albany- 
described by the local paper 
as "among the first real, 
substantial buildings'" on the 


west side—was worth a whop¬ 
ping $80,000 and employed a 
staff of twenty. In the 1940s, it 
was a happening night spot, 
with Al Smaltz and his Rainbow 
O rch estra p I ay i ng Wed nesday 
nights there at the Rainbow 
Dance Club. By the 1980s and 


"90s it had become known as 
the ^Dark Hole of Riversdale,'" 
a place where rival pimps 
once shot it out in the hotel 
bar {a juke box was fatally 
injured) and where, tragically, 
a bouncer was murdered on 
the sidewalk outside, stabbed 
15 times in front of a crowd of 
people. Across the road, the 
Barry-once one of Saskatoon"s 
finest hotels and the place 
where the first meetings of 
what would later became the 
Federation of Saskatchewan 
Indian Nations were held in 
1946, was in similar straits. 

By then, the Riversdale busi¬ 
ness community was calling 
for both hotels to lose their 
liquor licenses, blaming the 
hotel bars for the blight that 
had fallen across Twentieth 
Street. Few tears were shed 
when the Albany closed in 2000 
and re-opened as a halfway 
house for federal offenders. 
Even fewer were shed for 
the Barry, which was not 
only closed but demolished, 
erased—bulldozed into rubble 
and carted away. 

The Changing Streetscape 

Twentieth Street has 
changed and changed again in 
its hundred-plus years.Today, 


it"s changing once more. New 
businesses are opening on the 
street, new people are moving 
in, new buildings are going up 
and old buildings are being 
given a new lease on life.The 
historic Roxy Theatre, which 
faced the prospect of demoli¬ 
tion after it closed In 1995, was 
instead restored to its former 
glory and re-opened in 2005. 
The Two Twenty coworking 
space was launched as a 
viable office space for artists, 
creatives, community-oriented 
businesses and non-profits 
to set up shop and have a 
home base. Farther down 
the street, Station 20 West, a 
community service centre with 
affordable housing, a branch 
library, a grocery store and 
other services, has recently 
opened. 

A furniture boutique, ad 
agency, antique shop, unique 
and vibrant restaurants—every¬ 
where you look, the shadow 
that for so long lay over this 
street is lifting. In Saskatoon, 
a city of interesting streets, 
the future just may belong to 
Twentieth, (j) 

Jeff O'Brien 
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It's a big enough job when 
you're moving out of one 
house into another. Packing 
up possessions, kids, pets, 
dismantling your life step-by- 
step. But what if you want to 
take the house with you? Or 
what if you just want to get 
the house out of the way so 
you can start fresh? How do 
you decide if your house is 
destined for demo or gets a 


new life by becoming, literally, 
a real mobile home? 

Why Move it? 

The reasons vary. A rebuild 
is scheduled on the same spot, 
but the old one is still func¬ 
tional. A small home becomes 
a holiday cabin at the lake or 
a rental property. A family 
can't bear to part with a home 
with history and sentimental 


value. Sometimes a home is 
simply too good to demolish 
and environmentally aware 
homeowners see the value in 
extending the life of a house. 

When Dennis and Audrey 
Ens were ready to build their 
retirement home on Univer¬ 
sity Drive, they felt their 1000 
square foot 1949 bungalow 
was simply too good to tear 
down. It was costly to demolish 


and haul to the landfill, but 
it also didn't sit right with 
the Ens to waste a perfectly 
good home.They offered the 
house for free as long as it was 
moved and the site cleaned 
up. The purchaser hired a 
home moving company, in 
this case Neufeld Building 
Movers. Coincidentally, this 
same multi-generational 
business moved a barn ^ 
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MASSiVE MOVES 



Though it appears to defy the laws of physics, 
most structurally sound homes can be moved. 


Photo: Neufsfd Building Movers 




Sailiatoon Custom 
Garage Interiors Inc. 




P o 1^ ri. vpri r i Ii:„ FJj3j3-T 
" i ^i>r Oi>ih < 4 )irwrn-i'tMl 

ju-a A ic^j^liiicj. ^X-Jirtri4ri;’!« 
jn^Qi 


I A- ^lasjyf: ^trL'l E UviiEi ut Iiim 

pCiVk^th- piiiiU 

- full ri.irsni:an) i\rAwr$\ 

Cu&Etlirri 


GAfAao Cabirtc 


- 3/4” CAb 

\OQ^ Snsic 

Storage S orutiofis 
twi^ p^all .»niGl^c^«iswi« 
hyloir Dvcfhc.id vrar^igr r.ic^s. 


3122 A Millar Ave. 306 933 4320 
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to Audrey's family dairy farm 
in Aberdeen in 1962. 

''We initially thought of 
demolishing the house, but 
keeping the basement,'' says 
Audrey. ''But the house still 
had a lot of good life in it. A 
reno would make it difficult 


to achieve the energy efficient 
home we had In mind. And 
we were assured it would be 
a contractor's nightmare to 
add on. So we decided to let 
someone else enjoy our old 
house and we'd start fresh. 
The whole idea of recycling 
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MASSIVE MOVES 



Photo: Neateld Buifding Movers 



really made sense, too" 
Kerry Neufeld, owner, 
Neufeld Building Movers, 
says the house moving 
industry is one of the most 
environmentally friendly busi¬ 
nesses around, keeping tons of 
waste out of dumps. He says 
homes are moved for financial 
savings; a demo and dump 
run can cost up to $15,000. 

"The average relocated 
home saves about 40 tons 
of debris from going into the 
landfill," says Kerry, who took 
over the family business in 
1994. "And moving a typical 
2,000 square foot bungalow, 
for example, saves about 100 
42-foot 20-inch diameter trees 
it would take to build new." 

Thinking it Through 
Jennifer Knappe of Cedar 
Creek Custom Homes in Chris¬ 
topher Lake says planning for 
all contingencies is critical. 
When the company was hired 
as the general contractor to 
manage a 2,300 square foot, 
two-storey house move from 


near Prince Albert to Elk Ridge, 
there were a lot of details to 
sort out in advance. 

"It meant getting ail the right 
permits in place, hiring the 
right mover, handling all the 
required deconstruction and 
demo so the mover could do 
what he needed to do, building 
the new foundation, building 
a road to get the house out 
of the riverbank location and 
getting it to Elk Ridge,'" explains 
Jennifer. "We hook it all back 
up to be used, and now we 
work on a list of renos." 

Kerry agrees the critical 
first step is finding a repu¬ 
table mover.There will be a 
lot riding on the move, liter¬ 
ally, so finding one who is 
well insured, up to date with 
Occupational Health & Safety 
(OHStS) and has lots of solid 
experience is important. 

The Ens also wanted to be 
sure everything was planned 
well to avoid any hold ups 
or nasty surprises. Dennis 
drafted a one-page letter of 
agreement to be sure the 


recipient of the free house 
made all the arrangements 
required for a smooth move. 

But is it Even Possible? 

Is a house move logfstically 
feasible? Despite how odd a 
house move looks, one would 
think it's relatively simple: just 
back up the flatbed, jack the 
house up and slide it on, raise 


Photo: Kerin Mefberg Schwier 

a few power lines and your 
house is now a travel trailer. 
When the pros do ft, it seems 
almost that easy! 

"Probably 98 per cent of 
houses are structurally sound 
enough to move, but we check 
it thoroughly. We won't take 
on a job where we don't feel 
it's structurally sound," Kerry 
explains. "We provide you ^ 
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MASSiVE MOVES 


Every step of a successful move has to 
be ca ref ally planned and executed. 



Photo: Wetjlte/Qf Buikirng Movers 


with a list so you can prepare 
the house and know what you 
need to have In place where 
the house will end up. But then 
we take everything else off 
your plate; all the scheduling, 
route assessment, permits, 
working with the city and 
urban forestry. We want you 
to sit on a lawn chair and enjoy 
the spectacle! 

Movin' oil Down the Highway 

Cedar Creek's project meant 
the house was hauled over a 
418 km route with ''plenty of 
zig zags" to accommodate road 


restrictions due to house size. 

"We had an army of Sask- 
power trucks providing over 
30 line lifts along the way" she 
says. "Normally Saskpower 
parks on the road and lifts 
the lines, but because at 2332 
square foot, two-storey house 
took up the entire road, the 
snow had to be cleared out 
of the ditch at every location 
where the lines were lifted so 
no one would get stuck." 

The Ens home was moved 
from University Drive in the 
dead of a -30 March night, 
and headed to Delisle by way 


of Outlook because of road 
restrictions. 

A Renewed Long Life 

Kerry's grandfather Klaus 
started the family business 
in 1951 and probably never 
envisioned the fully-equipped 
and highly trained crews, 
and the high tech equip¬ 
ment and hydraulics his 
grandson manages today. What 
hasn't changed is that a well 
constructed home, carefully 
and successfully relocated, 
can last for generations. 

"My grandfather and my dad 


moved aT Eaton house, one 
of those catalogue homes, in 
1962; says Kerry. "In 1996, Dad 
and I moved the same house to 
a new location. It was coo! that 
my dad had the rare opportu¬ 
nity to move the same house 
with his father and then with 
his son 34 years later." With 
that circle of life approach to 
recycling a house, more people 
can enjoy a "new" house with 
some history to it 

Karm Melberg Schwier 


MAKING THE FIRST MOVE 

Selecting the right mover for the job is the most important decision that you will make. Shop around, 
but when you compare companies, make sure you get enough information to make a fair and complete 
comparison. Some provinces don't have very strict regulations, and its up to you to protect yourself. 
Beware of unlicensed, under-insured companies that may put you at greater risk. 


Ask about experience, licensing and insurance 
coverage. Remember, once a structure is raised 
from its foundation, your homeowner's insurance 
is void. Make sure your mover has cargo 
insurance to cover the structure and contents 
while off the foundation. 

Verify that the mover carries insurance covering 
workers, the general public, the property being 
moved—and that protects you, the owner. 


Courtesy: Neufeid Building Mo\/ers 


Make sure premiums for the current period 
are paid. Insurance carriers are required by 
taw to notify the Department ofTransportation 
about lapses in a mover's coverage. Recouping 
damages from an unlicensed, uninsured mover 
may be difficult, and in some cases, impossible. 

Ask about references, and check them. 

Ask about the type of equipment and methods 
used. For instance, Neufeid Building Movers is 
one of the few contractors in the province to 
use the unified jacking system.The system is 
essential when making large, irregular lifts. 
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Millworkl Renovations 
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SASKATOON'S PREMIER 

DESTINATION FOR upscalc FlooNng 


gt floorin g 

& uuindoLU fashions 


402 48TH STREET EAST 

(CORNER OF 48TH & FAITHFUL) 

306 - 665-1888 

www.gtflooring.ca 


We’ve moved from Central Ave. NEW LOCATION NOW OPEN! 






















